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Offic Action Summary 


Art Unit 
2829 


Jimmy Nguyen . 

The MAILING DATE of this communication a ppears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
^^Je=e°^'^^^^^^^^ .a.p..e«.e,.e. 

. « NO period for ^'V J-P-'^^^^^^^^^^^ ABANDONED (35 U^S.C. § 133). 

: S"repl? Jlct^dTy Offic;?atrrr,ree rlTo^f^^^^^^^^^^^ mailir>9 date of this communication, even i, timely f„ed. may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 


1)13 
3)0 


Responsive to communication{s) filed on 14 March 2002 . 

This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters prosecuHon as to the merits .s 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 


Disposition of Claims 

4) 121 Claim(s) 1:20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1z20 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

o * H /DTo PQ9^ 4) □ Interview Summary {PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) . — 


1) ^^ , 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement{s) {PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 


5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) D Other: 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 


Office Action Summary 


Part of Paper No. 6 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A natent mav not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
ort^Sfec oT 02 of t' ^ if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
hp nnnr Irt are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
nveS was m^^^^^^^^^ having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 

Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hopfer (US 4392108) in view of Scott et al (US 5748002) 


As to claims 1, 7. 19. 20. Hopfer discloses (fig 1) an RF probe (10) including 
A conductive return (72. column 4 lines 60-65); 
A insulator having a contact surface (14); 

A probe conductor (18.20,22) positioned adjacent to the insulator contact surface 
(14,12) 

However, Hofer does not disclose 
A termination electrically positioned between the conductive return and the probe 
conductor, wherein the probe conductor is equidistant with the insulator along the 
contact surface 

On the other hand, Scott et al disclose (fig 2A1) a termination electrically 
positioned between the conductive return and the probe conductor (21), wherein 
the probe conductor (21) is equidistant with the insulator (23) along the contact 


p3g6 3 
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surface for the purpose of maintaining an impedance match to the incoming line 

(column 28 line 34-38) 

It would have been obvious to one having an ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the probe structure of Hopfer and add 
the RF probe system of Scott et al to maintain an impedance match to the 
incoming line (column 28 line 34-38) 


AS to claims 2. 4. 8, 10, 14. 16, Scott et al disclose (fig 2A1) the probe 
conductor (21) is formed within the coaxial conductor and termination is 
approximately 50 ohms (column 28 line 34-38) 

As to claims 3, 5,6, 9, 11, 12, 15, 17, 18. Scott et al disclose (fig 2A2) a 
semiconductor device . a resistor and a diode (26, column 28 line 54 - 58) 

As to claim 13, Hopfer discloses (fig 1) the insulator (14) has a least a partial 
cross sections (semi circle) that is substantially circular in a plane substantially 
perpendicular to the probe conductor . 

Conclusion 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 7, 19 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection 
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3. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jimmy Nguyen at (703) 306-5858. Any inquiry of a 
general nature of relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4900. 


JN. /I i^ii^^ 

May 22. 2002 / ^' 

MiCWtL SHERRY 
qUPER\flW PATENT EXAMINER 

^"^CHNOUOGY CENTER 2800 



